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Home Front Film 
Archive Film Educational Resource Pack 

in association with London’s Screen Archives (LSA) 

OVERVIEW & PURPOSE 

 

This education resource pack contains activities and suggestions to complement the teaching of 
local history and literacy at KS2. It has been developed as part of the Home Front Film Project by 
Digital Drama, in association with London’s Screen Archives and supported by the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund. 
 
Home Front Film is a chance to see and learn about archive film through watching home movies 
made during WW2, edited to include the reminiscences of older people in London who remember 
the war as a child. 
 
This pack includes: 

● 4 x activity suggestion sheets, based around the genres of non-fiction archive film - 
including educational activities that allow pupils to test their observational skills and build 
their knowledge of local history and their literacy skills (plus accompanying teacher notes) 

● Online link to the 4 x Home Front Films 
 

 

What is archive film and why is it useful?  
 

Film is an important historical source as it was the first form of mass communication in the 20th 
century. Its origins were in fairground shows, government propaganda and commercial PR films - 
but with developing technology, it soon became accessible to amateurs too, who began to record 
personal moments and local events.  
 
Film archives exist to preserve and share these ‘moments’ and ‘events’; placing film at the heart of 
our cultural heritage and as a diverse, social history of everyday life. Film archives contain footage 
that reflect our national past and vivid snapshots of  private family occasions and local 
communities, with their ever changing populations and commercial activities.  
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KS2 Curriculum Links 
 
Home Front Film education resource pack has been designed to link in with the National 
Curriculum in England Key Stage 2 2013 and to allow teachers to use the activities as a basis of 
delivering engaging lessons using the medium of film as a class based stimulus. 
 
History:  Local history study 
 

● a study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are reflected in the locality 
● a study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is significant 

in the locality 
 
English:  Composition 
 
Planning:  

● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand 
and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar  

● discussing and recording ideas  
 
Draft and write by:  

● composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a 
varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures  

● organising paragraphs around a theme  
● in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot  
● in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and 

sub-headings]  
 
Evaluate and edit by:  

● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements  
● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the 

accurate use of pronouns in sentences  
● proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  
● read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation 

and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear 
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Home Front Film - Digging for Victory 
 
FILM NAME: Home Front Film: Digging for Victory 
 

URL OF FILM:  www.digitaldrama.org/project/home-front-film-2/ 
 

FILM LENGTH: 05.01 
 

BEFORE WATCHING...what to look out for: 
● Can you spot a rabbit, a chicken and a pig? 
● What was torn up newspaper sometimes used for?! 
● What was the most unusual thing that people ate during the war?  

 
AFTER WATCHING...what to discuss: 

● What did people grow in their garden? (Vegetables - encouraged by the government to ‘Dig 
for Victory’) 

● What animals did people keep in their gardens, for food? (Chickens and often rabbits, 
sometimes pigs) 

● Why would there have been long queues outside shops?(Non-rationed food or goods were 
being sold) 

● What were people wearing when they went shopping? (Suits, hats, overcoats, uniform) 
● What were the main thoughts of people who experienced rationing during the war? (They 

think that life is easier now because you don’t have to queue up for food, they think people 
nowadays take things for granted and want too many things) 

 
 

ACTIVITIES: 
● Write instructions to create a vegetable garden. What could you grow? How do you look 

after it? When can you sow, pick and eat the vegetables? 
● Write a diary entry from the point of view of one of the children who found the ration book 

and took it back to their neighbour 
 

 
EXTENSION:  

● Grow a potato plant from a sprouting potato in a small pot 
● Draw a poster encouraging people to ‘Dig for Victory’ 
● Draw a picture of the animals that people would have kept in their garden during WW2 
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Home Front Film Teacher Notes: 
 
 

WW2 Food Rationing  
 
In 1940 food rationing was introduced, meaning that each person could only buy a fixed amount of 
certain foods each week. There was a shortage of some foods (such as bananas)  that were imported 
from overseas . Many of the ships that  had brought  overseas goods to Britain  before the war were 
recommissioned by the navy,  and merchant ships risked the danger of being sunk by enemy 
submarines. Every person was issued with coupons for their fair share of food, and they had to be 
handed over together with money to the shopkeeper. Rationing continued until July 1954 - for 
another nine years after the end of the war! To celebrate the end of the war, many families shared 
their rations to enable them to make party food for the street parties. 
 

Related Links:  
 
dig-for-victory.org.uk/ 

 

www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-you-need-to-know-about-rationing-in-the-second-world-war 
 
www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/rationing2.html 
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Home Front Film - Bombing & the Blitz 
 
FILM NAME: Home Front Film: Bombing & the Blitz 
 

URL OF FILM: www.digitaldrama.org/project/home-front-film-2 

 
FILM LENGTH: 05:00 
 

BEFORE WATCHING...what to look out for: 
● Can you spot the air raid shelter being built in the garden? 
● What two things do the firefighters use to put out the fires? 
● Look out for the milkman’s horse! 

 
AFTER WATCHING...what to discuss: 

● Where did people go during a bombing raid to protect themselves? (An air raid shelter - 
these could be outside in gardens or communal i.e. shared by different households, or in 
underground tube stations (not covered in the film), or inside houses in a Morrison ‘Table’ 
Shelter made of steel, or underneath the stairs because that was seen as the safest place to be 
in an air raid) 

● How did people know that there was a bombing raid about to start? (An air raid siren would 
start, the sound of the aircraft/bombs overhead) 

● What sort of things were inside air raid shelters? (Bunk beds for people to sleep in during the 
night, food) 

● What were the main thoughts/feelings of people who experienced bombing in the war 
when they were children? (It was scary, the noise was very loud, sometimes their parents 
pretended that they weren’t scared of the bombing in order to protect their children, when 
they were young children they might not have been scared but when they were older they 
became more aware of the dangers) 

 

ACTIVITIES: 
● Write a diary entry from the point of view of one of the children during an air raid.  
● Create an instruction sheet on how to build an air raid shelter and what to keep in it 

 
 
EXTENSION:  

● Research if any bombs dropped near your school bombsight.org/#15/51.5050/-0.0900 
● Make a model of an air raid shelter  
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Home Front Film Teacher Notes: 
 
 

Bombing & the Blitz during WW2  
 

The Blitz was the name for the bombing campaign in London and other cities such as Liverpool and 
Coventry, carried out by the German air force between September 1940-May 1941. The word ‘blitz’ 
comes from the German ‘blitzkrieg’, meaning ‘lightning war’. 
Later the V-1 bombs and V-2 missiles developed by the Germans were able to cause great damage 
but were not very precise and often missed their intended targets.  
60,000 people in Britain were killed in the bombing raids and 2 million houses were damaged.  
 

Related Links:  
www.britannica.com/event/the-Blitz 

history.parkfieldprimary.com/world-war-ii/the-blitz 

www.london-fire.gov.uk/museum/history-and-stories/firefighters-of-the-second-world-war/ 
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Home Front Film - Evacuation 
 
FILM NAME: Home Front Film: Evacuation 
 

URL OF FILM:  www.digitaldrama.org/project/home-front-film-2/ 
 
FILM LENGTH: 05:09 
 

BEFORE WATCHING...what to look out for: 
● How did the children travel to where they were being evacuated? 
● What sort of things did the children get up to when they were evacuated? 

 
AFTER WATCHING...what to discuss: 

● Do you know why children were evacuated from London and other big cities during the 
War? (Because of the bombing attacks on cities and the feeling that children would be safer in 
the countryside) 

● What did children take with them when they left home to be evacuated? (A suitcase and a 
gas mask - they also had a luggage label attached to them to identify who there were, 
although that isn’t mentioned in the film) 

● How were children allocated to households that they were willing to take in children? (They 
were picked out by people when they arrived at the place they were evacuated to, they could 
also be evacuated to friends/relatives living in the countryside - not covered in the film) 

● What sort of things did children do to help out when they were evacuated to the 
countryside? (Collecting the eggs, milking cows, doing chores, helping in the fields) 

● What were the main thoughts/feelings of people who had been evacuated? (They missed 
their mums, they were scared or upset about staying with strangers, the people who took them 
in could be very kind, they enjoyed the experience and felt it had changed their life) 

 
 

ACTIVITIES: 
● Write a letter home from the point of view of one of the children who was evacuated 
● Create a drama about being an evacuee living on a farm 

 
EXTENSION:  

● Work out how long it would take to get to Cornwall by train from your home 
● Draw a picture of yourself at the train station waiting to be evacuated 
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Home Front Film Teacher Notes: 
 

 

Evacuation in WW2  
 
827,000 school children and their teachers and 524,000 mothers with children under 5 were 
evacuated during the war, plus a further 2 million people were evacuated ‘privately’. They were 
evacuated to smaller towns and villages in the countryside from cities and towns because they were 
seen as targets for bombing raids by aircraft. Some children were sent to stay with relatives or 
family friends, but many were sent to live with complete strangers.  
 

Related Links:  
 
www.iwm.org.uk/history/the-evacuated-children-of-the-second-world-war 
 
www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/evacuation1.html 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-ww2-evacuation-index/zvs3scw 
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Home Front Film - VE Day 
 
FILM NAME: Home Front Film: VE Day 
 

URL OF FILM:  www.digitaldrama.org/project/home-front-film-2 

 
FILM LENGTH: 05:37 
 

BEFORE WATCHING...what to look out for: 
● What are the children wearing and how are the tables decorated? 
● Which games are the children playing in the street? 

 
AFTER WATCHING...what to discuss: 
 

● Can you think of occasions nowadays when we celebrate on the street? (Royal Weddings) 
● Why do you think party food would be such a treat at VE Day parties? (Not usually made due 

to rationing) 
● Why are there so few men helping out? (Men in the forces had not yet returned from the war) 
● How did children react to their Dads coming home from war? (Excited, put up welcome home 

banners, frightened of them because they didn’t remember them because they’d been away 
from home for so long, happy to see them again after a long absence) 

 
 

ACTIVITIES: 
● Write a comparison of the games children played on VE Day and the games you play now 
● Write a menu of food and drink you would have at a VE Day street party 
● Write a diary entry from the point of view of one of the children on VE Day 

 

 
EXTENSION:  

● Draw a picture of the fancy dress you would have worn on VE day 
● Create a drama about holding a street party  
● Make a paper hat to wear at a VE Day party 
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Home Movies Teacher Notes: 
 

 

VE Day 
In August 1945 the Allies officially celebrated VJ Day (Victory in Japan Day) to mark the official end 
of World War 2.  In Britain, a two-day holiday marked VJ Day (14th & 15th August 1945). 
Celebrations were more subdued than they had been on VE Day in May 1945 (Victory in Europe 
Day, when the European part of the war officially ended), though everyone was happy that the war 
was now finally over. There was a general hope that this had been ‘the war to end all wars’ and that 
it was the start of a new era of world peace. However, recovery from the war was painfully slow and 
food shortages did not end completely until 1956. 
 

Related Links: 
 

www.iwm.org.uk/history/10-photos-of-ve-day-celebrations 

 

winstonchurchill.org/resources/speeches/1941-1945-war-leader/to-v-e-crowds/ 
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